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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 5307TH COMPCSITE UNIT
(PROVISIONAL) "MERRILL'S MARAUDERS,™ AT
WALAWBUM, BURMA, 2-7 MARCH 1944
(INDIA-BURMA CAMPATIGN)

- ORIENTATION
INTRODUCTION |

This monograph covers the operations of the 5307th Composite
Unit (Provis;onal) on 1ts first miséion, the attack on WALAWBUM,
BURMA, 2-7 March 1944, o

Te orient the reader, 1t is necessary to briefly review the
major'events which led up to this action. )

In January 1942, after everrunning nearly all of southeas%
Asle, the Japanese struck at Burma. In rapid successlon, the
Japanese took the city of MOULMEIN, the port of RANGOCN, the rail
heads of MANDALAY, end MYITKYINA and the BURNA ROAD, (See Map A)

The enemy's rapid adfaﬁce and numerical superiorify prcve@rﬂ
too great for the Allies and all reslstance crumbled. A general
withdrawal was effected and the Allies retreated west into India
and northeast into China. By midsummer of 1943 the Japanesé had
consolidated their gains and were in complete control of all but
a small wedge of territory in northwest BURMA, This now placed
the enemy in the singular pesition of thfeatening the exposed
eastern berder of India as well as cutting the Chinese land
supply routes., All attempts by the Allies to alter this sltua-
tion had been unsuccessful. (1) (2) (3) (4) (Ses Map A)

At the Quebec Conference in August 1943 the Cembined Chiefs

of Staff decided that sn Allied offensive was necessary %o

A‘g, p. 11"14’ 19

(1)

(2) A-lé, P. 4
(5) A"?, p. 40
(4) A-18, p. ©



regain contrel of Burma and open the land roudes to China, At
the Cairo Conference of November 1943 1t was agreed that the
offensive would start in the early spring of 1944, (5} (&)
Southeast Asls Command planned to conduct the pffénsivé in
the following manner: (1) American and Chinese forces in India
were to launch the first phase of this offensive from the vicinityf
of LEDO, INDIA., This force was to proceed to MXITKYIFA and '
NAMHKAM. (2) British forces were to strike from the eastern
border of India in the general direction of LASHIO and MANDALAY
to secure the railheads located in this area, (3) The Chinese
Armies in China were to advance from the pravinée of YUNNAN in
west China in the direction of NAMHKAM and MYITKYINA, They ﬁere
to meet the Allled forces siriking from the directlon of LEDC
and clear the BURMA ROAD, (See Map B) |
By the winter of 1943 the Allles were engaged in assembling
and training troops in preparation for the spring offenslvs,
(7} (8]
THE GEN?RAL STITUATION

In December 1943, Headquarters China-Burma-India Theatre
planned to launch the first phase of the Allied offensive.

The plan called for & maln bbdy of two divisions (22d and
38th Chinese) to advance generally astrilde the KAMAING Read In
the direction of MYITKINA and NAMKAM. This maln body was bo
be preceded by an American long raﬁge pehetratien unit. The
American unit (5307th Composite Unit (Provisionai)) was to

operate 1n advance of the main body and by a serles of encireling

(5) 4-10, p. 242

(6) A-23, p. 57

(7) A-10, p. 108, 109, 268=2735
(8) A-17, p. 97



movemenis attack deslgnated strong points along the route to
MYTITKINA., At MYTTKINA it was planned that the Chinese Armies
striking from China would join the 224 and 38th Chinese Divisions
thus relieving the 5307th Composite Unit {Provisional). This
operatlen was to be clesely followed by eﬁginears who were to
construet a road through the area secured. Thls road was to
provide a land route that would link wilth the LEDO railhead and
break the Japanese land bleckade of China. {See Hap C)} (9) (10)

This plan as it pertained to the Joint effeét of the SSOVth
Composite Tnit (Provisional) and the two Chinese Diviszions was
divided intc three main phases: (1) Capture of MAINGKWAN and
WALAWBUM; (2) taking of SHADZUP and INKANGAHTAWNY; (3) selzure
of MYITKYINA. (11) - - |

The 5307th Composite Unit (Provisional) was formed especially
to pafticipate in this operation, It was composed of volunteers
from the Zone of the Interior, Sauthweat.Pacific Theater and the
Carribbean Defense Commsnd. These volunteers arrived in Indla
on 1 Gctabef 1943 and were imﬁediately rushed into speciai train-
ing in northeastern India designed to prepare them fer thelr
mission, The unit cbmpleted training in January 1946 and by 24
Pebruary joined the 224 and 38th Chinese Divisions at NINGBYEN.
(See Map D) (12) -

The main body of the attacking force, the Chinese 22d and
38th Divisions were American trained, They had heeﬁ engaged In
action agalnst the Japanese since aarly-December_1944 and were
on 24 February in the vicinity of TATPEA GA. (See Map D) (13)
(14) (15) : |
(9} A-10, p. 268, 269 i
(10) A-17, pe 7, B
(11) A-17, p. 31, 47, 93
(12) A&-17, p. 8-10, 24
(133 A-10, p. 266

A"ll’ po 24
{15) A-10, pe 273



- Enemy forces composed of -elements of the Japanese 18th Divi-
sion were dlsposed generally along the KAMAING Road. The combat
effleciency of this division was regarded as high., It énjoyed
’strong-positions throughout the valley and ﬁas well entrenched.
It was a veteran organlization that had fought at Singapore and
had had considerable experience in Jungle combat, (16)

At this time "Merrill!s Marauders" possessed a potentially
high combat efficiéncy. The mén were well trained, physically
prepared for the operatioﬁ end many were jungle combat veterans,
The combat efficlency of the 22d and 38th Chinese Divlslons was
especlally good, although they were yet to prove that they could
effectively participate in offensive warfare. (17) (18)

The HUWKAWNG VALLEY, in which this action took place, is a
comparatively narrow corridor, It is blocked to the nerth by the
20,000 foot Himalaya Mountains, to the west by a leng ridge ef
mountains reaching 10,000 feet and on the east by the KUMCN Range
which reaches an elevation of 10,000 feet, (3ee Map ¢) (18)

The valley floor is indented with many small streams and
rivers. The vegetation consists mainly of large trees and dense
undergrowth, The so-called open spaces are thick with knlfe-
sharp elephant grass. (20)

Travel across this ruéged terrain 1s mede more difficult by
the aimostrtntal absence of roads sulted to motor traffic. The
KAHAIHG'Road capeble of supporting military vehicles wasa 1ittle
more than a wide trall. This road was held by the enemy. There-
fore, &ll normal mnvement'waa restricted te narrow foot trails.

To further add to the isolatlon of the area was the absence of

(16) A"ll, P.’ 27
(17) A-1, p. 160
(18) A"'ls, p' 5’ 6
(19) A-19, p. 2
{20) A-17, p. 18



true villages (most villages as they appesr on a map might indi-
cate some size but in reality possess only a few hutsa.,) (21)

Tnsofar &8s the health of the individuwal soldier is concérned,
the hot, humid climate was & constant hazard, During the monsoon
season the valley floods, This flooeding preducés the dampness and
water peckets which combine to create ideal breeding places for the
malarial mosquitoes found throughout the area., In addition to
malarig, the valley 1s heat to a multltude of Infections including
dyszentery, scrub typhus and jungle sores, (22) (23) (24) (25)

Woather during the initial phase of the operation would be
favorable since the offensive would start during the dry season.
Rain was not anticipated until the beginning of the monsoon
season in late May or June. (26)

Logistically, the operation was not to be well supported.
This 1s best explalned by the then Chief of Staff, War Department
(now Department of the Army), Genqral George C. Marshall, who
wrote: "He (General Stilwell) was out at the end of the thinnest
supply line of all, the demands of the war in Europe and the
Paclfic Campalgn which were clearly more vital to final victory
exceeded our rescurces." (27) (28)

DISPOSITION AND PLAN OF HEADQUARTERS CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATHE

On 24 February 1944, the Forward command post of the Head-
quarters China-Burma-Indla Theatre was located on the KAMAING
Road in the vicinity of TAIPHA GA. The plan of this headquarters
for the capture of WALAWSUM called for the 224 and 38th Chinese

{21) A-17, p. 20
(23) A-8, p. 18
(24:) A"l’ P. 8. 9
(25) A-6, De 6, 7
(26) A~B, D. 4
{27) A-1, p. 160
(28} A-20, p. 75



Divisions te execute a fromial attack on MAINGKWAN. The 5307th
Composite Unlt (Provisicnal) was to penetraﬁe énemy poslitions
from the left and strike directly at the objective. (Ses Map D) (29)
The "Marauders" were to sever the enemy maln supply route 4 |
(KAMAiHG-Road) at the objective and destroy a command post belleved
in the vicinity. The movement te the rear of the enemy-frént lines
was to be rapid and secret., They were not to attack the objective
until ordered by the Commandsr, China-Burma-India Theater, Ceneral
Jogseph 8tilwell, This order was to be glven when én attack by the
"Marauders" could FPacilitate the advance of the 22d and 38th
Divisions and was to be coordinated with this advance, (30) (31)
(32) -
By 24 February the Chinese 224 and 38th Divisions had secured
the road from EﬁDO and were forward of TATPHA GA attacking 1n the
direction of MAINGKWAN, "Merrill's Marauders" had departed
NINGEYEN and were moving rapidly by trail, approximately 10 miles

TANT A S ()
£o the north of the Chinese, in the direction of PATFHA CA.

(See Map D)
THE S5307TH COMPOSITE UNIT (PROVISIONAL) SITUATIQN

When the 5307th arrived in LEDOC, INDIA en 8 February 1t was
organized for cembat as follows: Three battalicns each composed
of two combat teams., Each combatb team had as 1ts basic elements
about one and one half rifle companles, one heavy wegpons company
“and an Intelligence and Reconnalssance platoon, in add;tion the
unit had a Headquarters Platoon, Pioneer and.Demolition Platoon
and a Medical Section. (See Amnex 1 -- Organization Chart) (33)
(29) A-11, p. 27
(30) A-10, p. 268-273
(31) A-18, p. 31, 32

(32) A-11, p. 28, 29
(53) lA"ll, po 14’ 15




From LEDO the unit made a foot march of approximately 150

f*;» miles, The last 50 mlles was made in enemy territory over

o', harrow, leech-inPeated trails. The entire march was accomplished

in about 17 days, ingluding 8 twb-day rest at NINGEBYEN, On 2

. March the unit had penetrated 30 miles behind the énamy's front

lines and were within 15 miles of the objective on the north

‘1-bank of the TANAI River at the WALAWBUM Trail crossing. {Ses

‘lMaps C and D) (34) (35) (36) (37)

Due to the rapld advance of the 224 and 38th Chlinese Divisions
and the nature of the terrain thls position was both thelr final
assembly area and line of departure. (See Map D) (38) (39)

Several men, too aick to move forward with the unit, were -
left with the Kachineg, friendly Native tribesmen, at NHTEN. One
scout had been killed, The total strength of the unit waa aboub
:2,746. In splte of the ardusus march, the strain of constant
ialertness and sevseral minor encounters with the enemy, morale was
‘good and spirits were high. ThHis spirit ts attributed both to

?the apeciallzed nature of their tralning, which had prepared them
for this type of operation, as well as the volunbeer nature of
the unit. (40) (41) (42)

The 4errsain in the zone over which the 5307th was %o operate
was true jungle. A thick, almosat impenetrable maze of bamboo,
vines, trees, and dénse, dank underbrush scresnad the objectlve.
™is mass of heavy vegetatlon blocking the approach was made more

difficult by four streams running generally parallel toc the TANATL

(34¥ A-12, D 23=36
(55 A—18, Pe 16
(26} A-19, P. 4, 7
(37) A-16, p. 28
(38) A-12, P. 33, 35
(39) A-18, p. 32, 35
(40) A-12, p. 31, 54
(41) A-18, P. 45
(42) A-19, P. 5
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River. One narrow trail, which forked at SANA GA, lead to WESU
GA, LAGANG GA and WALAWBUM, was the only open path from the final
assembly area. While the terraln was rough, 1t was relatively
level except for a small knoll just north of WALAWBUM on the west
side of the NUMPYEK River and the high ground on the east bank of
the river east of the objective. (See Map D) (43) (44)

Enemy elements, thought to be the 55ﬁh_énd Séth Regiments of
the 18th Division, were belleved to be located between MAINGKWAN
and WALAWBUM along the KAMAING Road,wscattered gensrally east and
west., On the march from NINGBYEN the "Marauders" had contacted
1solated outposts and patrols aleng the trall. WALAWBUM was
known to be a base of enemy operations although thse exsct
strength was unknown. {45) (46) (47)

Rain posed no preblem tqr this'was the dry season. However,
a considerable rise in temperature and humidity added to the
fatligue and discomfort of the men. This rise in the molsture
content of the alr increased the burden of keeping weapons free
of prust and in operating condition, (48) .

The 5307th was totally dependent upon air drop for their
supplles. On the ground, their own and the backs of pack mules
provided the only means ef-transport. Cargo planes wers to bring
in all their ammunition, food and equipment and liaison planes
were to evacuate the sick and wounded. Air supply was possible
because of the air superiorlty achieved by the Tenth Air Force
and necessary due to the distance from the base of supply, the

absence of roads and the moblle nature of the organlzation. To

(43) A-18, p. 18, 36
(44) A-12, p. 39
(45) A-12, pe 27, 28
{46) A-18, pe. 31
(47) A-16, p. 28
( ) A-"lB’ Pc 21
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secure vitsl alr drop zones an elaborate and efficlent standard

operating procedure was used on the march and in the combat zone.

(See Annex 2 -- Alr Drop 80P) (49) (50} (E1)
THE 5307TH PLAN OF ATTACK |

The line of depéfture was to be approximately one and one
half miles from the south vank of the TANAI River. H-Hour varled
with each battalion. The 3d Battallon was to move out at 021600
March, while the 24 and 1lst Battalions were to follow at approxi-
mately 0100 on 3 March, ({See Map E)

The 3d Battalion was %o move south to the objective by way
of SABA GA, end TAGANG GA, and was to seize and hold the high
ground on the east bank of the NAMBYU River overlooking WALAWBUM,
From positions on thls high ground the 3d Battallion was te'prevant
an enemy withdrawal from WALAWBUM by covering the KAMATING ROAD
with machine gun and mnrtar'fire. (Se¢ Map E) "

The 24 Battalion was to proceed south along the trall to
WESU GA, cut & trall southwest 5o a peint two and a half miles
from WALAWBUM on the KAMAING Road, and to bulld and hold a road
block at thils ﬁoint to prévant the flow of reinforcements and
supplies te the enemy engaged by the Chinese 22d agnd 38th Divi-
sions in the vicinlty of MAINGKWAN. (3ee Map E) o

The lat Battallon in resarve had the missién of bullding
road blocks at 3ANA GA and H?gﬁET GA, and holding them with one
platoon at each. The purposse bf'this missioh was to prevent
enemy elements known to be north of the éANAI River from moving
gouth to reilnforce WALAWBUM and %o preveht attack from the rears.
The remalinder of one combat team was to set up combat patrols
(49) A-19, p. 6

(50) A-12, pe 32, 33
(51) A-17, Do 7
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wast of WALAWBUM between SHIMAK GA, and UGk GA to probect the
right flank of the forward elements, One combat team was to be
held near WESU GA, prepared to be committed upon order. (See Map
E) (s2) (53) | ) |

' The 5307th Composite Unit (Provisional) was to hold these .
positions until relieved by either the Chinese 224 or 38th
Divisions.

There was no artillery wlth, or 1in quppprt of, the "Marauders”,

Each battallon was to depend upon its organie‘éo—mm, 8l-mm mortars
and .30 callber heavy machine guns for supporting fire, (See
Annex 1 -- Organization Chart) (54)

The Command Post of the 5307 th Composite Unit (Provisional)
was to be initially at PUP GA, and would displace forward when the
three battalicns had advanced to the vlcinity of the objectives.
(See_Maps D and E) (55) |

A command radio net was maintained which enabled the 5307 th
Composite Unit (Provisional) to have direct centact wlth each of
the three battallons and with the six combat teams, This unusual
arrangement gave 1sg1ated units direct access to the headguarters
of the 5307th Composite Unit (Provisional) for the purposse of
forwarding information or receiving orders when beyond range or
cut off from i1ts immediate headquarters. Provision was also made
for elements of the combat teams to have a similar direct access
to the Command Group by S3CR 536. Each battalion was provided wlth
an AN/PRC-1 for communication with the supply base and an SCR-284

for contact with carge and fighter planes. A1l uwnlss within

(52) A-12, p. 35
(53) A-18, p. 3%-34
(54) A-12, pe 15
(55) A""le, D» 35, 34
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battalions were equipped with SCR-300's, In additlen to radioe,
mounted and ‘foot messengers were to be used when necessary. No
wire was to be used because.of its welght and bulk.

‘A supply, ammunition and evacuation point (drop zone and
air strip) was to be established in the forward area in the vicin-
1ty of TAGANG GA, by the 3d Battalion. (B56) (57) (58) (59)
FINAL PREPARATIONS BEFORE CROSSING THE LINE OF DEPARTURE

On the afternoon of 2 March glllthrae_battalibné'were in a
drop zone north of the TANAI River. Here at 1500 the 1st and 24
Battalions received three days rations, as well as grain, equip-
ment end ammunition., The 3d Battalion, due to depart at 1600,
had time to draw sufficient ammunition and equipment, but received
only one day's ration before it moved out. (See Map F)

After drawing their quota the lst and zd Battalions crossed
the TANAI River, They then proceeded by trall to the vicinity
of the line of departure where they bivoﬁackad.

NARRATION
THE ATTACK ON WATAWBUM (See Map ¥)

At 1850 on 2 March, the 3d Battalion in single file, preceded
by its Intelligence and Regonnaissance Platoon, croased the line
of departure and made its way to the vicinity of SANA GA. Here
the 3d Battalion established heavy securlty and bivouacked for
the night. |

In the early hours of 3 March, the 2d Battallon, the Command
Group, and the lst Battalion followsd and bj_dawn all elements of

the 5307th had crossed the line of departure.

56) A-IB, p. 15
7

58) A-12, ps 16, 37
(50) A-18, Do 36
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\By mid-merning of the same day the 3d Battallon was rapldliy
mnving~toﬁard its objectives over the trail and through the
tangled underbrush., By 1100 1t had passed through the hamlet of
SABU GA, where the enemy withdrew before a shot was fired. A%t
1200 the 3@ Battalion reported a sizable qkirmish'on the outskirts
of LAGANG G4 in which 50 Japanese were kllled. Shortly after noon
the 3d Battalion left LAGANG GA leaving kKhakl Combat Team behind
to commence work immedlately upon tpe forward drop zone and alr
strip and to protect the rear of the battalion as i1t advanced
toward WALAWBUHM. |

Desplte almost'continuons_encounters with small enemy patrols
the battalion then moved on without delay to the inmmediate vielnity
of WALAWBUM, Here they quickly establlished two positions; one on

a small knoll about 500 yards to the north of WALAWBUM and the
| other approximately 1,200 yards southeast of the vlillage eon high
ground overlooking the eastern bank of the NUMPYEK River. As
evening_closed_in the men ﬁrepared fox holes roofed with timber,
' Strong security forces were poated to guard the perimeter and
patrols screened the area. (Sse Map F) (60) (61) (62)

After a day of cautlious movement, the 2d Battallon aware
that the area was allve with Japanese patrols, apprdachad WESU GA.

Suddenly the trail blazed with flre as a small enemy patrol
hidden by the dense foliage along the trall blasted at the lead
scout. The scout dropped instantly to the ground, Two Japanese,
believing him dead, rushed forward. As they did, he arose
quickly from his prone position and fired, kllling them both and

routing the rest of the enemy patrol.

(6Q) A-11, p. 36
(61) A-10, p. 280
(62) A-17, pe 35
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This incident further alerted the battalion and an attack
formation was organigzed. Searching‘every tree and gully the
unit continued the march toward WESU GA, However, the leading
elements entered the village only to find it completely deserted.
The 2d Battallon, moved on through WESU GA, and halted
‘about one mile west‘er the village. After organizing a strang
perimeter defense the battalion dug in. (See Map F) (63) (64) (65)
The Command Group and the lat Battalion proceeded alang the
trall to the vieinity of SABAW GA, where they halted. After putting
out patrols and establishing road blocks they bivouacked, (66)
THE_SECOND DAY AT WALAWBUM J

On the marning of 4 March the Japanese, ohviously cnnfused
and surprised by the unexpected and 1ightning-like advance ef the
"Maraudera"™ searched the arsa with patrols, to determine the exact
location gﬁd number ofrthe unwelcome intruder. (é?)

At dawn WALAWBUM and the road leadlng south were brought
under mortar fire by the 3d Battalien. 1In a desperate effort to
locate the source of this boﬁbardment, the Japanese sent several
patrols in the direction of the Orange Gombat'Team. Orange
Gombat'Tbam, however, from its vantage peolnt on the high ground
used lts machine gﬁna to make the venture a costly cne and
killed 75 Japanese, (Ses Map F) (68)

From its position on the knoll oﬁerleoking WALAWBUM, the
3d Battalion's I&R Platoon was furnishing the 5307th with valuable

information éoncerning the enemy's activitles in the village.

(63) A-12, p. B
(64) A-1l, p. 36
(65) A-17, p. 36
(66) A-ll’ po 3?
{67) A-10, p. 282
(68) A-1l, p. 38
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However, the enemy early recognized the advantage this small
hill gave the "Marauders" and at 0720 attacked the poslition from
the north., The initial assault was quickly followed by Jjabs
from the northeast and northwest.

Fortunately, a Japanese-American sergeant wlth the platoon
was able to translate the loud orders shouted by the enemy. This
enabled the platoon te mesat sach new dlrectlon of attack with
antomatic weapona fire,

As the morning progressed the attacks grew In violence, The
platoon leader radiced the combat team commander and asked perﬁis-
sion to direct mortar fire on the attackers., Permission was
granted and shells commenced falling around the platoons perimeter.
However, theeéiy had practically surrounded the platoon and the
combat team commander fearing the unit would be cubt off from its
parent orgeanizetion ordered it to withdraw and join Crange Combat
Tean, 7

‘In compliance with this order the platoon withdrew across
the river under cover of mortar fire and the platoon's own auto-
matic weapons fire as well as a protective smoke scréen. In ths

course of this action the platoon had accounted for 90 eneﬁy

dead and lost only one of its own men. (See Map F) (69) (70)

Meanwhile at 0900 EKnhaki Combat_TEam; In the ﬁicinitﬁ of
LAGANG GA alr strip, was repulsing an enemy attack from the
north, This enemy force, a patrol of about 30, was reinforced
with a light machine gun and a knee mortar.

Tn the skirmish, the machine gunner whose flre lane covered
the asttackers route of approach, was wounded, but was promptly

(69) A-13, Sec 3, p. 1, 2
(70) A_lf?" P. 58’ 59
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félievéd by the assistant gunner., The assistant gunner had
scarcely commenced flring when he too was wounded, but managed
t0 contlnue fire. In the meantime the machine gun platoon
leader had radiced back to the mortar sectlon and was directing
fire on the enemy, The combination of machine gun and mortar
fire forced the enemy to withdraw leaving ten members of the
enemy force dead., (See Map F) (71) (72)

After leaving WESU GA, the 2d Battalion hacked its way
through the dense bamboo and by twiiight had successfully reached
the road without unduly aslerting the enemy. By early evening of
the same day the 2d Battalien had succeeded in building a road
block on the KAMAING Road several miles west of WALAWBU. (See
Map ) _ _ _

The 24 Battallon's I&R Platoon alsc managed to tap & tele-
phonerline cbnnecting"the Japanese 18th Divislon Headquartera
with the forward eneny forces, This wire tap supplied the
"Marsuders" with valuable information on the following day. (73)
v Meanwﬁile, the lst Battalion had constructed road blocks qﬁ
the trail leading into LAGANG GA, and WESU GA, et NICHET GA, and
SANA GA. Patrels from the lst Battalion werse covering the rear
area from NINGHKN GA to the rear of CGeneral Merrill's Command
Post and forward in the vicinity of LAGANG Gh. These patrols
met 1ittle resistance. (Ses Map ¥) (74)

In spite of the patfolling twice dufing the day indlvidual
Japanese soldlers managed to get within firing distance of the

command post. The first time, a Japanese machine gunner was

{(71) A-12, p. 9
(73) A-11, p. 37, 38
(74) 4-17, p. 40
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spotted on the WALAWBUM Trall caimiy placing his gun in posltion
about one hundred yards from the Command Post, He was quickly
driven off. Later, about flfty yards from the Command Post a
lone Jap soldler was discovered, This enemy intruder was also
driven away. (See Map F) (75) - 7

As the shroud-like jungle night cloaked WALAWBUM the village
grew strangely si;ent. The enemy was quiet. There were no sounds
by whlch to gauge his movements nor anticipate hls actions,

The three battallons dug in after'putting out strong securlity

and prepared for another long night,

THE THIRD DAY AT WALAWBUM
| Tt is well to exa@;ne the Japanese situatlien on the morning
of 5 March. WALAWBUM was virtually surrounded. The enemy's main
supply route was blocked in two places, toc the west by the 2d
Battalion and to the south by the fire of the 3d Battalion. To
the esst another element of the 3d Battalion stood guard. The
possible escape routes toward the north were sealed off by road
blocks of the lst Batﬁalion and the area in between was under
patrol. Although quiet during the night of 4-5 March, the enemy
was far from silent or inactive on t@e morning of the 5th., (See
Mep G) (76) | | |

In the early hours of the day the lst Battallon area was
alive with small enemy partles making their way south Loward
WALAWBUM, The majority of these groups never reached the forward
areas due to the alert “Marauder“ patrols screening the jungles,
the cleverly concealed ambushes and the fires covering the rocad
blocks at NICHET GA and SANA GA. (77) - (78)
(75) A-11, p. 38
(76) A-17, p. 41
(77) A-1l, p. 40
(78) A-12, p. 10
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In an effort to clear the southern oxit from WAILAWBUM the
Japanese made several attempts to assault the positions"pf the
3d Battallion., These assaults were thrown bhack by heavy machine
gun and mortar fire. About noon, the enemy commenced & relatively
heavy mortar fire on the posltioens everiooking the NUMPYEK River.
(See_Map G) o

Orange Combat Team replied to this fire with a continuous
stream of mortar fire directed at the road o prevent the arrival
‘of enemy reinforcements, The 3d Battalion was greatly alded by
radlo contatt with planes which were able to bomb and strafe
known enemy installations. (79) (80}

Tt was the 24 Battalion, however, that bore the brunt ef
the enemy's wrath. At dawn, a heavy raln of artlllery poured
down on 2d Battallon positions. It was evident that the enemy
regardéd the road block a major cbstacle and was determined to
blast the 2d Battalion out of control of this main avenue of
approach to WALAWBUM., (Ses Map G)

This murderous shelling 1ncréased wlth the passing of each
hour and by noon had doubled in intensity. The enemy, clese on
the heels of each preparatlon, assaulted the 24 Battalion's
poditions but were repulsed with great losses each time, (Ses Map G)

While subjected to this heavy shelling, messages 1ntércepted “
by Sergeant Matsumoto's wire tap were being rapldly forwarded to
General Merrill. These messages gave an indication of the reason
for the vliolence of the asttack on the 2d Battalion's positlon,
One message provided Information that tha'enemw was frantically
sereaming for reinforcements and another ordered a general with-
drawﬁl.

(79) aA-11, p. 41
(80) A-17, p. 42
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" In spite of its flghting apibit-and proven ability to withf
atand the shelling and repeated assaults of ‘the enemy, the 2d |
Battallon was in poor shape by early evening. It was cut off

_from all sources of supply. Planes were unable to drop supplies
because of the artillery fire. The unit was short of food and
water and ammunition was practically exhausted. |
At 1700, & message 1ntercepted by the 2d Battalion revealed

that the Japanesa 1ntended‘t9 attack the units position at 230C0.
Unable to supply the 24 Battalion with the ammunlilon necesasary
to withstand the attack General Merrill erdered it to withdraw
at once toward WESU GA end join the 3d Battalion in the;vicinity
of LAGANG GA. | | | o |

| Upoﬁ recelpt of this order from Ceneral Mert1ill the 24
.Battalion withdrew, By 2300 1t was cautlously making ité way
over the trail to the rear of their position. Progress was
doubly slow becsuse of the booby traps placed along the route by
the 24 Battallon on the previous day. (See Hag @) (81) (82}

" During the day of 5 March the lst Battallon éontinﬁed to
stand guard over 1lts rbad blocks on the tralls leading to
WALAWBUM. The patrols of this organization screened the rear
ares and prévegted any large scale Infiltration of enemy troops
from the north. (See Map G) (83)

The "Narauders" were alert throughout the night of 5—6
March, The rumble of trucks steadily flowing intoe WALAWBUM gave
indication that the enemy would make a violent effort in the morn-

ing to clear WALAWBUM of the 5307th Composlte Unit (Provisicnal)

(81) A"‘ll, p. 40
(82} A-17, p. 40, 41
{83) A-11, p. 42
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and make tﬁe route of withdrawal safe for the troops being
pushed by the 22d and 38th Divisiens; The noise and clatter was
ominous evidence of preparaﬁians of an impending attack, _(84)

To meet this anticipated "all out" attack believed due In
the morning, the "Marauders" roofed thelr fox holes to withstand
shelling and mantélly braced themselves for the worst.

THE FOURTH DAY AT WALAWBUM

At about 0700 on the morning of S March, the lst Battallon
moved to the reaf of General Merrill's Command Post which had
moved to the vicinity of IACANG GA. (See Map G) (85) (&6)

The Japanese, now aware of the air strip's location; a?parent—
1y reélizing this was the 1life blood of the 5307th Composite Unit
{Provisional), siarted shelling the air strip early in the day.
Their fire was accufate and shells plowed inito the alr strip all
day. Due primerily to thelr training and the air drop standard
operating procedure the men of the 3d Battallon acted without
hesitation and filled the shell holes almost as rapldly as they
were made, This enabled planes to bring in much needed supplles
and evacuate the wounded without a slngle loss. (See Map G)
(See_Air Drop SOP) (87) (88)

By 1200 the 2d Battalion, after & night of slow, torturous
marching, had reached WESU G, and were resupplied with one unit
of greatly nesded ammunition., The men were fed and the 2d Battal-
ien moved-rapidly toward L&GAEG'GA, where they were te reinferce
the 3d Battalion. (See Map @) (89)

(84) A"ll’ Fe 42

{85) A-17, p. 42

(86) A-12, p. 12

(87} A-17, pe 4, 15
) A-11, p. 43

(8¢) A-1l1l, p. 40, 4l
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Tn the zone of the 34 Battallon, actien had started simul-
taneoﬁsly with the first 1ight_of morning. The 3d Battaiion's
Khaki Combat Team was ordered to pull out of'positipns at the LAGANG
GA air strip end move through the jungle to reinforce the south
flank of Orange Combat Team, This was to insure that the exit
from WALAWEUM would be securely blocked. (See Map G) (90)

While beads of moisture were still on the lush green foliage,
artillery shells started fallling on the position held by the
Orenge Combat Team. The artillery screamed overhead and beatb
upon the log-réofed fox holes. The alr was fllled with the
weird ery of the shells in flight and the esrth shook with fthe
impact of each shell.

Tae Orange Combat Team Commander, Me jor Lew, ordered his
men to hold all fire, except that of the mortars. No other
weapons were to open up until the enemy was within 25 to 40
yards of the team's positions. (See Map a)

In view of what happened later, it is well to look behind
this order and examine Major Lew's reasoning. He obvlously
knew that after many unsuccessfui attempts to pinpoint the posi-
tions by patrols on the day prior the enemy still was unaware of
the exact leocaticn of Orange Combat Team. The enemy was anxlous
to know the location of the heavy machine guns and would use any
ruse to make the team disclose its positlon by flre. (91) (32) (93)

The continucus and nerve shattering rain of artiilefy'waé _
returned by morters alene, since it was difficult for the enemy
to determine whether the shells falling on the road were from the

vieinity of Orange Combat Team or some distant support element.

(90) A-11, p. 43
(91) A-12, p. 12
(92) A~17, De 45
(93) A-12, p. 15
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- In Orange Combat Team's Mortar Sectien;observation presenﬁed
& difficult problem. “Thisﬁvas solved by Sgt Pung, who climbed a
tall tree where he couid observe the actions’ of the enemy and
from this observation post, directed fire by means of his SCR-ESé.
When the enemy attempted to assault the southern flank of Orange
Combat Team, Pung's fire dlrection was so accurate the attack was
virtually stillborn, Some of the shells landed in the midst of
reinforcements brought up toe aid in the assault and hilt them as
they detrucked. 8o effectlve was this fire directien and conse-
quent fire that the enemy was forced ultimately te launch his
attack from aﬁotherrdirection. (See Map @) (94) -(98)

Mortar fire was the one relief for the taunt nerved men of
Orange Combat Team, The kunal grass and the leafy vegetation lay
battered on their positiona. They caﬁi& see nothing te thelr
front and éculd hear nothing except the steady expleslon df- artillery.
The anticipated éttack was long In coming and even the bravest werd
anxious and fretful, but they held their fire,

‘And then at last -- almost with a sigh of rellef, they aaw
the Japaness approaching. Under cover of artillery, moriar and
small arms fire the enam# was moving from the west 1n the direc-
tlon of the river. {See¢ Map 6)

At 1715 the Japs closed in_on the position. Two c¢ompanles,
one reinforced, were approaching in & llne of skirmishes,  Orders
wore shouted, and the enemy seemed whipped to a frenzy for this
attack. They moved 100 yards from the Orange Combat Team's

. \ : -
position, but received no filre. (96)

(94) A-12, p. 12
(95) A-11l, p. 45
{96) A-12, p. 14
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The men of Orange Combat Team watched tﬁem move In yard by
yard, step by step. They saw them néar the banks of the river,
wétchad them move %o #ithin 60 yards and then slowly cover
another 10 yards, The atmosphere was tense.

The Japanese commenced shouting. They screamed aa though
halfhérazed by a fanatical desire to take the position, Slowly
they moved forward until they reached the waters edge. N )

Suddenly, Crange Combat Team opened fire, The alr was thiek
with flylng lead, The firs of heavy machine guns swept*macheti;
like across the river bank, All the weaspons so long silent filled
the area with thelr deafening and.déadly fires.

The enemy continued advancing, but fell almost as fast as he
moved forward, Bodies tumbled into the river until the water was
scarlet. The main attack started to falter. The enemy attempted
to strike at each flank but was repulsed by the same accufate
fires, For one hour the enemy tried agaln and agalin to reach _
Orange Combat Team's position. Time after time they threw troops
Into the attack, only to have them fall back. (97) (98)

At about 1815, the "Marauders" fire forced the numbed, con-
fused eneny to retreat under cover of artillery, leaving 400 of
his original force dead.

At 2200 the artillery fire ceased and all was dquiet. The
crushed RKunal grass gleamed crimson in the moonlight and the
river gurgled lmpatiently over the dam of bodies blocking its
passége aouth,

The 3@ Battallon had succeeded 1n'breaking the last serious
enemy resistence in WALAWBUM. This was the signal for & general
withdrawal of the enemy southward., ({Ses Map G) (99) {100) (101)
(97) A-11, p. 45, 6
(98) A-12, p. 14, 15
(99} A-17, p. 42, 43
(100) A-10, p. 282
(101) A-17, p. 43
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At 1615, General Merrill received word that the 38th Chlnese
Division waes on lts way to relleve the 5307th Composite Unlt
(Provislonal), For a fime 1t had seemed that the Japanese would
reinforce and make a determined stend at WALAWBUM. The success
of the 3d Battallon had reversed this situation and heralded the
withdrawal of the enemy. (See Map @) (102}

Word was recelved that the Japaﬁese maln body was being
pursusd south of WALAWBUM by the 22d Chinese Divialon and the
38th Chinese Division was to arrive in the mofning to relieve
the "Marauders™. This combination of circumstances enabled
General Merrill to withdraw the 3d Battalion from its forward
posltion leaving the 24 Battalion in the vlcinlty of LAGANG GA.
By 2400 the 3d Battallon had withdraﬁn from 1ts positions and was

on its way to WESU GA. (See Map &) (103) (104)

THE FIFTH DAY AT WALAWBUM _ 7
Throughout the early hours of 7 March the area was full of
Japanese struggling, on trall and through the jungle, to reach

their retreating units. The "Marauders" were doubly alert.

{See Map G)

There was some Jap artillery fire in the early hours, but
tbis was of short duration. (105)

At 0700 elements of the 38th Chinese ﬁiyision entered WESU
GA meeting only slight, discontinuous resistance and by evening
‘were in control of WALAWBUM.

By late afternocon a jeint perimeter defense was establlished
and the “Maraudars“'and the Chinese were celebrating their

comblned—victnry.

(102) A-10, p. 283
(103) A-11, p. 46
(104) A-11, p. 46, 47
(105) A-11, pe 46
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At 1530 all three battalions of the 5307 th Composite Unit
(Provisional) were in WESU CA where the organizatlon was '
resupplied. (See Map G) | i

Goneral Merrill, at a staff meeting at 1845 on the evenlng
of 7 March 1944 sald: "The first phase of our cperatlon 1s over.
#3403 Botween us and the&Chiness we have forced the Japs to with-
draw further 1n the last thréa days than they have in three
months of fighting. Our new mission will be made known to us
soon, Please convey to your mén General Stllwell's and my
congratulations for a fine plece of work, Cet rested and re-
equipped as soon as possible end be ready to move on our next
operation in three days." (ldé) (107)

To summarize the results of this action: The "Marauders"”
succeaded, through their attack on WALAWBUM, in preventing the
enemy fLrom moving supplles and reinforcements to MAINGKWAN and
held up the Japanese withdrawal in the area long enough to per-
mit the 224 and 38th Chilnese Divisions to maintain clese contact
- with the enemy. This combination made possible the accomplish-
ment of the mlssion. (108)

Viewsd from any angle, the operation wasla complete succeas,
T™e 5307th had, by engaging the enemy at WALAWBUM, prevented the
enemy from successfully reinforcing his troops at MAINGKWAN as
well as those 1n WALAWBUM. The action surprised and coh;uaad
thé enemy. Enemy battle losses totaled 800 dead, which compared
to the "Marauders" total of 8 dead and 37 wqﬁnded,“lg an indli-

cation that the enemy defense of WALAWBUM was costly. It is well

(106) A-11, p. 46-48
(108) A-18, pe 7
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to note however, that the jungle caused the évacuation of ahout
250 Americans with malarils, fevers, psychoneuroses and other
1llnesses, (109} (110)

The action presented evidence that thils {type of operatlon
was especially well sulted to jungle terrain and the conditlions
imposed by a seasoned enemy.

This is best expressed by General Sun Li-jen, Commanding
Genersal, 38th Division (Chinese) who sald of the "Marauders":
"Frontal attack is no way to defeat the Japs, In this case the

long way around is a short cut," (111)

ANAIFSIS AND CRITICISM

1, SUPPLY AND EVACUATION | |

- The 1ife blood of the entire opergtipn at WALAWBUM wasa the
supplies dropped by alr, Wheeled vehicles could not be used.
because of thslabsance of roads in the combat gzones. The air
drop standard operating procedure used by the "Marauders" enabled
them to maintaln the forward alrstrip and drophzone at LAGANG GA
even under enemy fire. Tt 1s felt, however, that some provision
for & supply and ammunition point should have been made In the
area of the lst Battalion, Had sudh a supply point been provided,
hand carry or mule pack loads might have prevented the withdrawal
of the 3d Battallon's Intelligence and Reconnalssance Platecon on
4 March, It 1s likewise possible that the withdrawal ef the 2d
Battalion on the evening of é March could have been avolded had
such a system been in effect. It is true the booby trapped
route of approach to the 24 Battallon's pﬁsitiun would have

(109) A-17, p. 45
(110; A-18, p. 10
{111) A-11, p. 49
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made this difficult, but not Iimpossible., Ivacuation presented
no roal problem as battle casualtles were light and were quickiy
moved out by lialison plane from LAGANG GA.

2. COMMUNICATIONS |

The 5307th Cemposite TUnit (Provisional) was almoat entirely
depende‘nt upon radie since messengers, the only otherpractlcal
means of communicatlion, were slow aﬁd subject te ambush. The
arrangement whereby small front-line units had direct access to
General Herrlll's headquarters proved its value. On -5 March the

2d Battalion's Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon kept

General Merrill abreast of the enemy's actlons and orders. By

this means General Merrill received word of the planned enemy
night attack of the 24 Battalion. He was aware of thelr ammuni-

tien shoriage and therefors ordered"them to withdraw., The prompt

- 8kllled use of radio thus prevented what might'otherwise been a-

costly attack, This system prevented the garbling eof message by
passage through ﬁany heasdquarters and indlicated a kncwledge of
proper radio procsedure by individuals within small unlts. The
value of proper radle procedure was again 1llustrated by the )
action of the platoon leader of Kahkl Combat Team's Inteliigence
and Reconnalssance Platoon, 3d Battalion. On 3 March he con-
tacted the 8l-mm morter section by radic. He then directed the
mortar fire which forced the enemy to withdfaw from the vicinlty
of the LAGANG GA air strip. This 1is only one of many 1ndicaﬁions
that small unit leaders were thoroughly familiar wiﬁh the use of
radio., These planes were directed to bring fire on enemy mor tars
that had been shelling Orange Combat Team, 3d Battalion. In this
operation the alr-ground eommunicatioﬁ gystem provided invaluable

ald from fighter planes. Desplte the thick sereenling follage
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and damp cllmate the radlos functloned well, This indicates
that signal corps radies willl operate when used propsrly In
Jjungle terrain. The application of proper radio procedure was
oﬁe’of the strong'faatures of this operation and indicates that
radio procedure should be made an integral part of the tralining
of all units preparing to engage in an operation of thils type.
Se INTELLIGENCE

The use of bilinguallJapaneaé-Amaricans in the forward
echelons provided the 5307th Composite Unit (Provisional) with
1tg most accurate and reliable source of intelligence. The
wisdom of the use of these soldiers in the front'lines 13 amply
1llustrated by the wire tap used by Sgt Matsumoto in the 24
Battalion on 4-5 March. Through this medium 1t was possible
not only to provide a quiék and accurate apprﬁisal of the ensmy's
future plans, but an sctual trﬁnslation'of enemy orders as they'
were given, Again this peint 1s fllustrated by the Japsnsse-
American sergeant in the 3d Battalion's Intelligence and Recon-
nalssance Platoon who was able on 4 March to provide his platoon
leader with rapid translations of attack orders, Thuas the unit
met and repelled each attack. Much of the éuccess'af this
action was due te these bllingual Americans, Their aptitude for
converting shouts, meaningless to the average front—line_soldier,
into usable information saved many llves,

4, LACK OF ARTILIERY

While 1t 1s recognized that the means to convey artillery
fleld pleces in the conventional manner was absent during thls
action, a means should have been provided, It 1s possalible that
on 5 March the 2d Battallen would not have been withdrawn had
the unit been supported by artillery. The shelling of the vital
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TAGANG GA airstrip could possibly have been prevented had there
been fire support of sufflclent range %o knock out or_divert the
enemﬁ artillery., It would seem that pack artillery could have
besn used and thus prdvided the necessary heavy fire support.
60-mm and 8l-mm mortars were used to good advantage during the
entire action and caused a number of casualties, Eut they dld not
possess sufficlent range or fire power to strike deep Inte eneny
positions., Although the operation was not supported well
logistically for reasons-given earlier in the boedy of this
monograph, it was an oversight on the part of the planners not
to have provided artillery. The planners should have considered
the feasibillty of delivering artillery pleces by alr drop. EHad
artillery been avallable the entire action might have been '
shortened and casualties Inflicted on the enemy even greater.

5. FIRE DISCIFLINE

The success of Orange Combat Team, 3d Battalion, 1n repelling
the Japasnese sssault of their positions in the action of 6 March
was due entirely to fire discipline. The enemy had long had
tremendous success in the use of "Snap" tactics. By this 1s
meant the abllity to so unnerve his opﬁonent that he fires at
imaginary targets for no other reason than to relleve the strain
of walting for the enemy.ta show himself, The %echnique used by
the commander of this team 1s one worthy of considerable study. .
The tension of walting for the impending attack was partially
relieved by the firing of mortara. By walting untll the enemy
was within sight and killing distance much armunition was saved
and positions were not disclosed, IV must be pointed out,

however, that fire dlsecipline of the nature referred to may not
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work as well with green troops as 1t does with seasoned troops,
It 1s possible that the strain would produce an exeessive number
of psychlatric ecases, VFire dlscipline 13 of great 1lmportance in
jungle operatiens. |

6. SPEED AND SURPRISE

A major element in the success of the 5307th Composite Unit
(Provisional) attack on WALAWBUM was the combination of Spead and
surprise. By approaching the objective indirectly through the
enemy's left flank and away from all enemy installations the
5307 th Composlite Unit (Provisional) was a&ble to keep its presence
practlcally unlknown. The few patrols encountered weﬁa almost all
destroyed and few enemy remalned %o convey any information of the
"Marauders" movements to the enemy headquarters. The enemy's
failure tahadGQuétely outpost the route used by the "Maraudérs“,
hls under-eatimation of the Allied capabilities, andmthe apeedﬁ
with which the "Marauders" moved, prevented the enemy from learn-
1ng the exact size, or luéaticn of the 5307th Composite Unit |
{Provisional)., This combination resuited in the surprise éo
essentlal to the success of the operation. The enemy's fallurse
to have a perimefer derénse around the villaga of WALAWBUM was
another factor taken advantage of by the "Marauders® which
resulted In surprise, On é March the successful stand made by
Orange Combat Team, 3d Battallon was dus primarily te the
Inabllity of the enemy to locate its position, By withholding
fire thgy wers able to surprise the enemy. ©On 5 March the 3d
Battallon teok advantage of the enemy's confuslon and moved
rapldly into positlion before the enemﬁ was completely aware of
the unlts presence. The speed and caution with which the 5307th
Composite Unit (Provisional) moved, plus the ability of its
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elements to rapldly get into position enabled them to bring fire
upon the enemy before the enemy was aware of thelr presence, The
physical condition and endurance of the individual soldier 1s in .
reality the key to this type actioﬁ. Without adequate tralning

this unit could not have maintained its pace. It 1s doubtful

that surprise would have been achleved had thé enemy been more
alert,

7. FIRE DIRECTION

The 5307th Composite Unit (Provisiocnal) was without artillery
support. Each combat team'depended upon lts organic heavy ?eapons,
particularly 8l-mm mortars, for long range fire, Due to the .
terrain each unit was comparatively 1solated from 1ts support
weapons. These unlits were therefore dependeﬁﬁ upon the ;ccuracy
of fire direction by radio. In most instances the accuracy and
prompiness of lbng range fire"support was the_responsibility of
small unlt leaders., On 4 March, the ability of the platoon
leader, Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, Orange Combat
Team to direct mortar fire by radio ﬁroved exceedingly valuable.
His accurate fire direction brought a cover of 8l-rm mortar flre
and smoke which made possible the succesaful wlthdrawal of his
platoon from an untenable poslition, On 6 March Sgt Pung, Mortar
Sectlon, Orange Combat Team directed highly accurate Iire on the
enemy by the use of his SCR 536, This fire repulsed enemy
attempts to assault the south flank of the team's pesition,

In each Instance the safety and success of the wnit was due to a
small unit leader's ability to accurately and properly direct
fire. In Jungle warfere units are frequently separated from all

direet contact with thelr supporting mortars. It is essential
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in this type terrain that smsll unit leaders be capable
of directing fire by radlo.
LESSONS

1. All operational plans should contain complete
1ogistica1 suppdft to meet any centlingency.

2., All ground force personnel should be taught proper
radio procedure.

'3, Bilingual scldiers should be assigned to front-line
unlts.

4, Moblle ground force units eperating en Jungle terrain
should be provided organic light artillery. |

5. Tire discipline should be a feature of basle infantry
training, ) o ’ 7
S. Advantage galned by surprise should be promptly
capltalized upen by the rapid movement of unlts to their
objectives. |

7+ Fire directiun by radio should be an integral part

of the training of every small unilt leader.

o4



